Fellow Missoulians,

There will be an important hearing tonight and tomorrow night on the Zoning Regulations Update.  There is substantial opposition developing to the code revision.  A few contentious issues appear to be threatening the entire process.  We cannot let that happen.

We strongly believe we need a new zoning code for Missoula.  We  work with the existing code nearly every day and it is badly outdated.  It does not provide for today's needs for energy efficient design or the protection of our neighborhoods.  The existing code has been pieced together over 40 years and there are many inconsistencies and contradictions.  These often lead to subjective opinions and interpretations from the planning office that can allow for undesirable changes to the very neighborhoods we are trying to preserve.  It also makes it cumbersome and and expensive for businesses to do there projects.  

The existing code drives a land use that is patterned after 1970's suburban development.  We need land use that is more sustainable in its compactness and walkability.  We need a new play book for designing the future of our community.  One that is clear, concise and provides for contemporary neighborhood design.  We often create special overlays to provide for contemporary land use design. The new Cafe Dolce is a prime example. This is expensive and time consuming for the land owner and discourages sustainable design principles.

Please consider providing testimony to the planning board.  If you wish to make comments in advance to the Planning Board public hearing you may send them to OPGSupport@co.missoula.mt.us.  Written comment may be sent to Planning Board members through the Office of Planning and Grant at 435 West Ryman, Missoula, MT  59802.  We will be mailing additional comments and any consultant proposed revisions (as an addendum to the Consolidated Public Review Draft) to Planning Board this Friday.   Planning Board will be taking public comment at the public hearing March 10th and March 11th.  
Let me know if you have any questions. 
Best Regards,
Brent Campbell, P.E.
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